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Welcome to the Spring
edition of TechnoTalk. This
month the TASC team have
put together another
interesting and information
filled Newsletter for you.

Paula-Jane Robinson, a new
member to our team, provides
useful tips on some changes
you can do to your standard
computer settings to make
the screen easier to see. I
would suggest that you
trysome of these as it
certainly can make a big
difference.

Kerrie Fry has continued on
the theme of switch
accessible software. We
could almost do an article on
this every month, as it is
certainly a popular topic with
lots of resources available.

Finally, TASC has a new
device in our assessment
range. The DynaVox Series
4 (DV4) was long awaited by
our Speech Pathologists who
have been busily “playing”
with this new communication
device. Samantha Puffett
tells me that this months
article is a brief overview and
only a fraction of the
information she would like to
share you in the future about
the DV4.

Happy reading until next
month, Jo.

by
Paula-Jane Robinson.

Accessibilty for
Users of Windows XP

Things you can do within your existing Windows XP settings to make it easier
to see items on the screen!

Microsoft Windows contain built-in features to help you to see the computer
screen more easily. Some examples of what people with vision impairments
can do within the Windows settings include:

• Increase the size of the font and mouse
• Make the mouse more visible
• Change the colour contrast on the screen
• Make the icons larger on the screen

Enlarging Font Through The Menu Bar
1. If in Word, from the Menu bar choose the font size pull down menu
2. Choose a size that suits your needs and press enter
3. Changing the font in this way will also affect the size of the font when

you print the document

 
 

Enlarging Font Through The Zoom Feature
1. From the Menu bar in Word, select View then Zoom
2. A dialogue box will appear on the screen
3. In the bottom left hand corner of the Zoom dialogue box you will see a

little box with the heading percentage
4. Select the zoom size of choice (Max: 500%)

and press enter
5. Changing the font in this way will not affect

the size of the font when you print the
document

1. From the Formatting toolbar, click the arrow on the Font Size box.
2. From the pull-down list, select the size to use.

Within this percentage box you can
adjust the Zoom feature



4. Under Visibility choose: display pointer trails
box

5. Select the length of the
pointer trail by moving
the arrow on the slider
and press Ok

Windows Magnifier
Windows Magnifier creates a separate window that
displays a magnified portion of the screen. To open
the Magnifier:
1. From the Start menu choose programs
2. Then choose Accessories and then Accessibility
3. Select Magnifier

Changing The Colour Scheme
Certain colour options for desktop items are easier
for some people to see. To adjust the colour scheme:
1. Select Start button,

Control Panel
2. Choose display settings
3. Choose the Appearance

tab
4. Choose Windows and

buttons
5. Choose a Colour scheme

from the list

Increase Insertion Point Width and Blink Rate
You can adjust the blink rate of your cursor and its
width on screen. This feature makes the cursor easier
to see on screen:
1. Select Control Panel
2. Select Accessibility Options dialog box
3. Select the Display tab
4. In the Cursor Options area
5. Adjust the Blink Rate

Adjust the Width

If you have an older Windows operating system,
either visit the Microsoft Website
www.Microsoft.com/enable or contact TASC for ways
to enhance the visual display of the computer screen.

Enlarging The Mouse
1. Open the control panel

and choose mouse
2. The Mouse Properties

dialog box will open
3. Select the pointers

tab / scheme
4. Select a larger sized scheme from the list and

press enter

Locating The Mouse On The Screen
By simply pressing the control key, a ring can be set
to flash around your stationary mouse. To set this
feature:
1. Open the control panel and choose mouse
2. The Mouse Properties dialog box will appear
3. Select the Pointer Options tab
4. Under visibility select the show location of

pointer when I press the CTRL key check box,
then press enter

Enlarging The Icons
1. From the start menu choose control panel then

choose Display
2. The Display Properties dialog box will open
3. Choose the Appearance tab then the effects

button and choose use large icons and press
enter

Add A Tail To The Mouse
Adding a tail to your mouse increase the visibility of
your moving mouse. To add a tail:
1. Open the control panel and choose Mouse
2. The Mouse Properties dialog box will appear
3. Choose the Pointer options tab

Continued from page 1.
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Adjust Insertion
Point Width

Adjust Blink Rate



‘build’ activities or using the ‘cause and effect’
setting activities that require the user to press
the switch repeatedly to complete the activity
or hit all of the targets to change the computer
screen.
Titles include:
Switch Kids
    (Build-a-kid)
Switch Puzzles
One Switch
     Picasso
Switch Wars
Switch Arcade
Frog and Fly
Spider Maze

· NStorm have a series of games that can be
freely downloaded and require repeated
switch use. Go to www.nstorm.com.  Many of
the titles can be played with a switch-adapted
mouse including Elf Bowling and Frogapult.

· See the RJ Cooper Website
www.rjcooper.com/rj’s-free-games/index.html
for arcade style games.
For example:
Battle of the
    Gods
Reign of the
    Flowerpots.

· SENSwitcher have a series of switch building
activities in their range of activities designed
to develop switch access skills.
SENSwitcher can be downloaded or
accessed directly from the internet.  See http:/
/www.northerngrid.org/ngflwebsite/sen/
intro.htm

TechnoTalk

by
Kerrie Fry

Free Computer Activities
for Switch Users - Part 2.

Last month Rachelle Woods looked at some of the
free computer activities for those users in the early
stages of switch use – Untimed single switch use.
This month we will look at some of the free or low
cost resources available for the second stage of
switch use – Repeated untimed single switch use.
Most of these activities require the use of a switch-
adapted mouse so that the switch attached to the
mouse can operate like a normal left mouse click.

1. Untimed single switch use – press and
release the switch to result in an outcome
(cause and effect)

2. Repeated untimed single switch use –
press and release the switch in a
series of steps to result in the desired
outcome (switch building)

3. Timed single switch use – time press and
release of the switch to result in the
desired outcome

4. Switch scanning – single switch
automatic scanning or two switch step
scanning

Repeated Untimed Single Switch Use (switch
building)

This is the next step for users who have an
understanding that activating the switch will result in
a response but require further switch practice in
activities that do not have timing demands.  They
may be able to press and release a switch but have
difficulty hitting the switch repeatedly to step through
an activity or build up an image.  These types of
activities require a higher level of endurance and an
increased attention span.  Many of the activities
mentioned in last month’s Technotalk can be set up
for the user to work on repeated switch use.  For
example, talking books can be set up where the user
has to turn the page repeatedly or video clips where
the user has to repeatedly press the switch to reveal
the next section of the scene or song.  Here are some
other useful resources:

· 3 min demos of Simtech games downloaded
from www.hsj.com/demos.html have either

Switch Kids

Battle of the Gods



We welcome any feedback, good or bad, that you have on our service.
Please feel free to contact us by phone on

02 9972 8183, email at tasc@tscnsw.org.au or in writing at the address on the front page.
TechnoTalk is published monthly and costs $27.50 (GST $2.50 incl) for the 11 issues per year.
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DynaVox Series 4

New to TASC is the The DynaVox series 4 (DV4) which
is a voice output communication device with a
dynamic touch screen and the capacity to produce
both synthesized (using the DECtalk speech
synthesizer) and digitized speech. Software utilizes
both Picture Communication Symbols and

D y n a S y m s .
Access to the DV
4 is through the
touch screen and
scanning. The DV
4 system offers
access to a wide
range of
vocabulary from
a single page with
the support of

pop-up pages, menus and tabs. Messages can be
selected through the use of symbol pages or through
text generation using any one of the keyboards
available.

There are a number of rate enhancement features
available, increasing the efficiency of message
retrieval. Rate enhancement features include, word
prediction, context prediction, flexible abbreviation,
abbreviation expansion and macros.

  The DV4 contains 17 pre-programmed pages

designed for adults, teenagers and children with
varying cognitive and physical abilities. These can be
accessed through the systems’ page navigation
system. System templates can be used to create
pages with customized vocabulary to suit the
individual user.

One of the most obvious differences between the
DynaVox 3100 and the new DV4 is access to the
system functions. All menus for page editing are
accessed through the toolbar, which appears at the
top of the DV4 screen. This drop-down menu provides
access to all operating features of the DV4 including
the page navigator, toolbox and page editor to name a
few.
The other noticeable feature of the DV4 is the screen
clarity with a 12.1 active matrix color TFT-LCD,
increasing the screen visibility from all angles including
during use outside.

Finally, the DV4 enables the user access to
environmental control using the infrared remote
control. This allows access from the DV4 to any
appliance that can be used with an infrared remote
control. The DV4 can also be used to access a
personal computer, which enables the user to use
software programs, e-mail and the Internet.

Have a look at the new DV4 on the Spectronics website
– www.spectronicsinoz.com.au

by
Samantha Puffett

· Free switch games by Level Games are
available from www.levelgames.net.  Brickout
can be played with a switch-adapted mouse.
Ruby Ridge requires a switch interface that
emulates a spacebar.  Contact TASC for
further details.

· Judy Lynn Software www.judylynn.com/ has
some low cost single switch activities that
require repeated switch activation.  Titles
include Intro to Cause and Effect, Cause and

In the next additions of TechnoTalk we will look at
free or low cost resources to develop timed single
switch use and switch scanning skills.

Reference:
http://callcentre.education.ed.ac.uk/

Effect Factory and Cause and Effect Cinema.
You will need a switch interface that emulates
a spacebar to access activites on this site.
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